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Alderman Katjana Ballantyne 



Where Can I Learn More? 

somervillema.gov 

 

somervillema.gov/newsletter 

 

somervillema.gov/events 



How Do We Achieve Our Goals & Stay 
Within The Budget? 

And all 
our other 
priorities. 

Infrastructure 

Housing 

Trees 

Schools 



A 90-Second Budget Primer 

City 
Budget 

Fees & 
Fines 

A small 
part of 

the 
budget. 

 

* There are a few other small sources 
of income, but these are the big 
three. 



How Somerville Compares to Our 
Neighbors 
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budget spending per capita 



How a $2,000 Tax Bill Gets Spent 

School 
Department, 

$588.46  

Public Safety, 
$348.75  Pension & 

Fringe, $345.35  

Public Works, 
$239.15  

General 
Government, 

$185.06  

State 
Assessments, 

$121.90  

Debt Service, 
$90.73  

Culture & 
Recreation, 

$34.23  

Other, $32.39  
Overlay 
Reserve, 
$13.73  

Go to budget.somervillema.gov to see a 
breakdown of your taxes. 





Adopted Local Option Taxes 
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Meals tax

Hotel tax

The state has 
given 

communities 
the ability to 
have a local 

option tax on 
recreational 
marijuana. 

Nearly 
$17m total 



Overwhelming Support for the 
Community Preservation Act 
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Getting More From Development - 
Linkage 

Housing Linkage 

Å$10/square foot over 
30,000 

ÅSo far the City has received 
just under $4 million in 
housing linkage payments 

Jobs Linkage 

Å$2.46/square foot over 
15,000 

ÅJobs linkage payments start 
coming in next fiscal year 
with just over $1 million 
estimated to come in 

ÅA fee paid per a certain amount of square feet by a developer 
ÅIn 2017 the Board of Aldermen voted to increase the housing 

linkage fee and adopt a jobs linkage fee 
 



Getting More From Development ς 
Union Square Example 

ÅUS2 will make around 
$112m in payments and 
contributions, including: 
ïGreen Line Extension funding 

ï Infrastructure improvements 

ïJobs programs 

ïCommunity benefits 

 

ÅThis in on top of adding 
nearly one-half billion 
dollars to the tax base over 
the next 30 years 

 

 



Non-Profits Pitching In 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ 

ÅTufts PILOT Community Forum 

ïTuesday, May 29, 6:30 p.m., West Somerville 
Neighborhood School 

ïbit.ly/TuftsPartnershipAgreement 

ÅReal Estate Transfer Fee on Speculation 

ïsomervillema.gov/transferfee 
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ÅBurnham Street to Alewife Brook Parkway 
 
ÅIncludes: 
ſNew granite curbs 
ſReconstructed sidewalks 
ſNew pedestrian ramps 
ſFlexibility to add curb extensions  
ſRestriping  

 
ÅWork begins right after Eversource work (late June)  
ſCurbs/sidewalks first  
ſMill and overlay  
ſRestriping  
ſCompleted in late-September/early October 

 
 

Powder House Boulevard  

Repaving Details and Schedule 



Curb Extension Options 

North Street, West Somerville 
Community School 

 

ÅShortened pedestrian 
crossings 

 

ÅAccessible pedestrian ramps 

 

ÅTraffic calming  
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North Street, West Somerville 
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ÅShortened pedestrian 
crossings 

 

ÅAccessible pedestrian ramps 

 

ÅTraffic calming  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bus Operations 



Bus Operations 


